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Knowledge is Power

● New USDA Food Security data released in 

September

● There are many ways to define and measure food 

security and this data only tells part of New 

Jersey’s food security story

View OFSA’s blog on the data here

In New Jersey from 2021-2023:

Source: OFSA analysis of USDA 2023 Household Food Security in the U.S. data 

347,000
households 
experienced food 
insecurity on 
average annually

one in every 10 
households (9.8%) 
experienced food insecurity

food 
insecurity 
increased 

16.7% 
compared to 
2018-2020
(8.4% to 9.8%) 





Building Capacity at Food 
Banks & Pantries

• Completed capacity assessments with 

150 agencies in 12 counties throughout 

NJ. 

• Provided action planning tools.



Peer Learning Sessions

Creating a 
Welcoming Culture

Gathering Neighbor 
Feedback

Choice with Dignity Connections to 
Community 

Resources

Promoting Healthy 
Food

Hosted 7 peer learning calls with participation from 18 food bank 
and food pantry leaders from across the state. Topics included:



OFSA’s Resources to Understand Food Security

OFSA’s Website Dimensions of 
Food Security 

Primer

Data Chart Book Public Data 
Catalog



Summary of select text/references to introduce 

the six dimensions of food security and their 

application in the context of New Jersey

Includes:

• Factors Impacting Food Security

• Summary of the Six Dimensions

• Impacts of Food Security

• NJ Food Security Work Across Dimensions

Six Dimensions of 
Food Security Primer



Data Chart Book

8

Definition Summary

Scan quick facts, 
including status, trends, 
and latest year of the 
data

Explore State and 
County level tables, 
charts, and graphs, and 
maps

Find similar data 
sources

Understand limitations 
or gaps in the data

Review the methodology, 
including how the metric is 

measured and calculated



Public Data Catalog

National and New Jersey public data 

sources that are related to food security

Categorized by:

• Author

• Sector

• Geography 

• Population, and 

• Dimension of Food Security
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